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More Gardeners, More Garden Plots
at Montpelier Community Garden

by Sylvia Fagin

ast Samurday, under a hlue sky fecked

with wispy white clowds, over 20 peo-
Lp]e labored and laughed together ar
the Montpelier MNorth Branch Community
Carden Gt the Nocth Branch Mature Center
(MBNC) an Elm Street. Half a dozen or so
worked at the perimeter, digging post hales
for an eightdoot deer fence. Inside the gar
den, men, women, and children worked,
<haming and joking scross the invisible
boundaries berween plots.

A community garden plot is an option for
those wha kive in apartments or on small lots
withour garden space, of those who like
sommee company  while gandening. Jennifer
Lathrop and her LG-month-old son, Owen,
dfug in the kids' play area with a few of
Orven's peers. This is Lathrop's fourth sum-
mer at the community garden. This year, she
and her family have taken on a second plot,
“We live in town, and we don't feel com-
forrahle growing vegetables in our s0il. We
connected with [the e of] growing some:
of our own food, and doing it with like-
minded folks in the commimiry is just great.”
Drgren and his friemds snacked while she
talked, and of the bits that fell to the ground,
someone cheered, “natural composo!”™

Mearyy, 11-year-old Luke Hammer helped
umnload wood chips from the back of a
plckup truck and spread them on the four-
foot-wide path that crosses the garden.

Asked what he Hkes about the garden, Luke
replicd, ©I like it when it's summer and
there's actual things to eat, when you're
working and hongry you can just eat sope-
thing.”

For now, the actual things to eat are a
gdeam in the gardener's eye and a leap of
faith and creativiry. Some have waited years
1 be here. “It was the happiest day when |
got that phone call,” recalled Linda Hogan, a
Montpelier astist. “] waited six years for a
plot. It seemed like forever.” For this sunmy
Saturday, Hogan enlisted the help of her
friend Simon Chauseé, and together they
dug raised beds in a partern resembling a
qun, with a circle at the middle and rays ex-
tending outward 1o the edge of the plot. “Tt's
fun,” Chauseé said with enthusiasm. “It's
open o any thoughts, Mavbe we'll pat 2
birdhath in the middle or a trellis.” As the
oo dug and joked, Hogan Listed the vegets-
bles she plans po plant: “Tomatoes, bots of
basil, herhs, beans, peas, lots of lettuce, and
French breakfast madishes. They're the best
radishes in the wordd.”

* Talk of serving French breakfast radishes
withy butter and a chilled msé drew the in-
terest of Anjali Budreskl, who was cultivat-
ing an adjgcent plot. Budreski, director of
Yoga Mountiin Center on Main Street in
Montpelier, smiled at the perfect day and the

. prospect of her own garden space. “The kst

timpe 1 hebd & garden was 10 years ago,” she
saidd, “There's not an inch of yard where 1
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live; it's all concrete. This is so exciting to
me. [t's my own little plece of land. [ feel like
I'm contriburing to something good in Mont-
pelier, something that's good for the envi-
ronment and exciting for me. " Budreski was-
o't yet quite sune what sl would plant. bur
had some ideas. *'m dreeamdng about bots of
fowers for Yoga Mountain studio, and I'm
excited to plant cucumbers for pickles,
cherry wmatoes, kale, chard. . ”

Kris Hammer, who, with his wife Nancy
Chickering, coordinates the garden, was
thrilbed by the mumber of people out gar-
dening and working. Garden members vol
unteer for committees to maintain the water
supply, compost system. and fence. “MNow
that we have more people, When we have a
wiork party, we have a serious tunout,” he
said, before being pulled away by a question
about the water pump. A solar electric
punnp draws waler from a 1 2-foot dug well,
which s fed by the nearby Winooskl nver

When it began about 10 years ago, the gar-
den had only 20 plots, and a perperal wait-
ing list of 10 to 15 people. acconding fo
Harmamver, This year, the garden approached
the board of the MBNC, which was “very
SUppOrlive of thve meed for more Community
gardening space,” he said, A $200 grant from
the Vermont Community Garden Metwork
(VOGN helped the garden expand by an-
ather 40 plots, which are nowe all flled, and
there's another waitng lst. The grang
helped finance fencing. rototilling, and com-
post supplies for the expanded garden, Last
yer, a $500 grant from the VOGN helped
build a tool shed

The communiry gasden is & bangain, for a
mere $10, members have acces o3 20
sepuarefiot plot for the entire season. At G0
plots, that's a whole lot of beans, tomatoes,
sunflowers, and myrad other goodies, The
gardin is a L\-:'rrrml.unit:r off its own: work par-
ties are common, 3 monthly potluck gives
members a chance to meet one another, amd
a community pumpkin patch will supply
about 100 pumpkins for an end-of-season
pumpkin carving party. Among the garden-
ers are students from the alvernative pro-
gram at U-AZ, and several families of Turkish
refugpees, “There's a real mnge.” Hammer re-
marked, “People enjoy gardening together.”
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