Friends of Burlington Gardens 2003 Annual Report

Fulfilling Our Mission
Dear Friends,

My eighteen-month-old son, Silas, puts a positive spin on living hand-to-
mouth: standing in the middle of our thriving thicket of Sungold cherry
tomatoes, he pops one after the other from hand...to mouth. Ah, the joys
of a summer garden!

For seven years, Zoe and | traveled across town to grow vegetables at
the Tommy Thompson Community Garden; putting up enough winter
squash and tomato sauce to last until spring was our goal. But with a baby
in the family, we tried a different approach this year. Working together
with two neighbors, we borrowed a side yard, built wooden raised beds,
filled them with rich topsoil, and grew a small kitchen garden. In the evening, we’'d walk down the street to cut a
head of lettuce or dig a few fingerling potatoes for dinner.

There are so many ways to have a garden—and so many benefits to the community.

As you look over this annual report, | hope you'll agree with me that Friends of Burlington Gardens has done
much to improve opportunities for gardening across the city—with a limited budget. | am deeply grateful to our
staff, volunteers, and donors for these many successes. We steward our resources with care—and we also keep
our eyes open to the changing needs and opportunities that each year brings.

Gardening is one way to make it possible for everyone to enjoy the bounties of the earth—while ensuring that
no one in our city has to live hand-to-mouth. With your help and support, we can accomplish even more in 2004.

Joshua Brown
Board President, Friends of Burlington Gardens

Major Goals Achieved
Gardens Created

e The Community Teaching Garden opened at Ethan Allen Homestead and graduated its first class of organic gardeners.

e 20 community garden plots were restored to the BACG system, making a total of more than 400 plots city-wide.

e Grant support was secured to create a one-acre neighborhood garden behind the State Office Building on North Avenue.
e FBG launched an urban greening initiative to create community-based gardens in low-income Burlington neighborhoods.

Gardens Enhanced

e FBG partnered with UVM’s Master Gardeners to provide garden-based educational programs for children and seniors.

e The Tommy Thompson Community Garden received more than $5000 in grant support for site improvements and tools.

e Starr Farm Community Garden and the VNA Family Room Garden received cash awards as winners in the Burlington
Blooms Awards contest sponsored by Gardener’s Supply Company.

Gardens Preserved

e Burlington’s Mayor and City Council approved funding for a part-time coordinator position for the BACG program.

e Potential community garden sites across Burlington were researched and catalogued in a FBG report to city planners.

e Burlington’s community garden program was highlighted by Yankee Magazine and the Burlington Free Press.

e 2000+ people learned about community gardening in Burlington while visiting FBG’s web site www.burlingtongardens.org.




GARDENS

Friends of Burlington Gardens

33 Tracy Drive
Burlington, VT 05401

Phone/Fax: 802-658-5733
Email: info@burlingtongardens.org
Web site: www.burlingtongardens.org
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Major Funders 12/1/2002—11/30/2003

Americorps VISTA Program
Champlain Valley Agency on Aging
First United Methodist Church Thrift Shop
Gardener’s Supply Company
General Dynamics Employee Action Council
Harris and Frances Block Foundation
Lake Champlain Sea Grant Program
New England Grassroots Environment Fund
Scotts Give Back to Grow Awards
Sovernet
Vermont Community Foundation

Contributors 12/1/2002—11/30/2003

Renewing Donors (1 anonymous)  Rick and Pat Reed

Tom Abell

Larry and Ann Barber

Andy Barker & Adriana Ruesink
Linda Berlin

Gil Bolsterle

Steve and Kirsten Bower
Coleman and Irene Brown
Shannon and Bradford Brown
Josh Brown & Zoe Richards
Donald and Judy Burgess

Ken Bushway

Charlie Cahill

Bob and Elsa Carpenter
Joshua and Katherine Chasan
Russell Chase

Yannick and Laurie Chassereau
Jan and Dave Desarno
William D. Eddy

Susan and David Els

Doris and Lewis Evans

Jane and John Ewing

Mira Fakirananda

Ezzeddine and Cheryl Fatnassi
Sheryl Felty

Jules Fishelman

Jim and Barb Flint

Diane and Tom Freiheit
Aimee Gaffney

Emily Garrett

Jack and Mary Gersbach
Rosanna Giordano

Virginia and Arnold Golodetz
Karen Halverson

Hans and Kathy Heikel

Bob and Jean Henshaw

Jurij Homziak & Mary Trexler
John and Helen Hossley

Dori Jones & Gary Kowalski
Margarette Karson

Carol and Tom Lacy

Marty and Peg Lamson

Ann Lipsitt

Mike McCaskey & Lynn Ocone
Vincent Melloni

Lindy Millington

Gail and Robert Neale
Carolyn Osgood

Laura Philipps

David Porteous & Vicky Smith
Milt Potash

Will Raap / Gardener’s Supply Co.

Monica Romanko

John Salter & Betsy Shatagin
Mr. and Mrs. C.H. Shadel
Kerry Shea

Willard Smith

Larry Sommers & Joanne Dennee
Chapin Spencer

Bart and Daniela Sponseller
The Stamper Family

Aileen Stephens

Ken and Janet Sterling

Burt and Bee Tabakin

Deb and Tim Thayer

Every Monday Thrift Shop
Christina and Tom Toner
Irma Valeriano

Bruce and Lillian Venner
Jean Vigne

Dick and Barbara Wadhams
Claudia Walsh

New Donors (2 anonymous)
Shirley E. Anderson

Sarah Bacon

Amy Barcomb
Bergman-Venetos Foundation
Kay Blakely

Njama Braasch and Sarah Prue
Jack Bremer

Burlington Elks Lodge 916
Maureen Cannon

Marcel and Hilda Carrier
Pam and Michael Castelli
Marta Ceroni

Alex Chernyshov

Dan and Marnie Cooney
Marie Davis

Karen Dawson

Linda Deliduka

Siobhan Donegan

Cheryl Dorschner

Mary Jean Egglefield

& Gerald Klempner

Maree Gaetani

Burlington Garden Club
Solomon and Lidiya Gelfand
The Gildemeister Family
Ingrid Gillespie

Bonnie Hooper & Ben Gordesky
Olivia Gorun

Claire Graham-Smith
Priscilla and Jim Heininger

Brie Anne Hoblin

Clem and Sylvia Holden

Tom Hudspeth & Ginny Mullen
Nancy Hulett

Brian and Kim Kent

Nancy Knox

Charlie and Betsy Krumholz
Laura Winterbottom

Maggie and Michael Leugers
Brooke Lierman

Littleton and Carolyn Long
Sandy Lord

Charlie McClintock

Jon and Kirstin McCracken

Bill Miller & Sandy Chizinsky
Rachel Miller

Esther T. Morey

Dante Napolitano

Brenda Nelson

Diane Noyes

Norma F. Oakes

Steve Oakland

Colleen O'Brien

Joe and Brenda O'Grady

Kathy Olwell

Eugene Palmer

Ann Pearce

Lake Champlain Transportation Co.
Mary Jane Poynter

Eve Pranis and David Blanchard
Pomerleau Properties
Cornelius F. Reed, Jr.

Andy Robinson

John and Alice Rouleau

Adele White Scaccia

Melinda Scott

Burlington Free Press staff
Brian and Jennifer Slater

Lorrie Smith and Wayne Turiansky
Shirley S. Stockwell

Mary Sullivan

Mary Lou Terko

John Thomsen

Nam Tran

FUMC United Methodist Women
Ben Wang & Heather Fitzgerald
Steve and Nina Warren

Frank and June Way

Sheila and Thomas Weaver
Patrick and Mary Welch
Margaret Welch

Nancy Wood

Statement of
Financial Position

Fiscal Year 2003
12/1/2002—11/30/2003

Operating Revenues FY2003

Grants & Awards 11,501.00
Contributions 9,481.50
Sales & Events 6,691.60
Projects & Services 6,555.71
Total Revenues 34,229.81
Operating Expenses FY2003
Payroll: full & part-time  21,050.76
Sales, Events 3,447.97
Projects, Programs 3,105.66
FICA, Medicare 1,610.38
Mileage 1,189.74
Equipment, Supplies 1,053.05
Phone, Internet, Utilities 582.48
Printing 576.13
Postage 484.82
Fees, Dues, Services 244.99
Volunteer Support 128.59
Photography 101.69
Total Expenses 33,576.26

Balance Sheet FY2003

Beginning balance 12/01/02 730.46
Outstanding debt 0.00
Retained income from FY03 653.55
Ending balance 11/30/03  1,384.01

2003 Board Members

Joshua Brown, President
Colleen O’Brien, Secretary
Jules Fishelman, Treasurer

Maureen Cannon Lisa Coven
Huck Gutman  Nancy Hulett

2003 Staff

Jim Flint, Executive Director
Julia Melloni, Youth Gardens
Linda Deliduka, Youth Gardens
Maria Fredlund, Summer Intern
Elizabeth Rogers, Americorps VISTA

Friends of Burlington Gardens is incorporated as
Friends of Burlington Area Community Gardens.

FBG is a member of the
Vermont Alliance of
Nonprofit Organizations




